Personal and situational predictors of sportspersonship in young athletes
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The purpose of this study was to examine the contribution of personal (goal orientation, perceived ability) and situational (perceived motivational climate, peer acceptance) variables to prediction of sportspersonship in young athletes and to assess whether strength of contribution varied by developmental group. Child (n = 163, ages 8-10 years) and adolescent (n = 158, ages 13-15 years) boys from judo clubs completed a multi-section questionnaire containing measures of study variables. Hierarchical multiple regression results showed that: a) younger participants report higher sportspersonship than older participants, b) higher task goal orientation associates with higher sportspersonship, and c) higher perceptions of the pro-motion of learning by parents and by peers associate with higher sportspersonship. Though significant change in R2 was obtained with the addition of age by personal/situational variable interaction terms to the regression model, beta coefficients did not support a priori developmental hypotheses. Overall, the findings suggest that personal and situational variables make unique contributions to prediction of sportspersonship.
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